evidence that senile dementia is determined by a single autosomal dominent gene (Sjogren et al.,
I 952) . The difference in concordance rates
between identical and non-identical twins with senile dementia is in agreement with this hypothesis (Kallmann, 1956) . Furthermore, a number of families in which Alzheimer's Disease is transmitted as a regularly dominant trait have been described (Pratt, 1970 The results of an investigation on the distri bution of haptoglobin types in a group of patients with senile dementia and Alzheimer's Disease is the subject ofthis paper. Haptoglobins are a group of closely related serum glyco proteins belonging to the a2-globulins and show ing genetic polymorphism (see the reviews of Giblett, 1968; Sutton, 1970 the genetics of the haptoglobin system are more complex, and that a third gene is involved (Smithies et al., 1962) . The genes responsible for the different haptoglobin types appear to be located in chromosome i6 (Robson ci ci., 1969; Magenis et ci., 1970) . Gohler and G@hler (1963) determined the three haptoglobin types Hp i -i, Hp 2-I and Hp 2-2 in a variety of nervous and mental disorders ; they failed to find any significant differences in their patient groups. (a) 6o patients with various psychiatric and neurological disturbances and without signs of dementia (matched control group); (b) 6o patients with Alzheimer's disease and senile dementia.
T@.aus II
In comparing Table I and Table II 
HAPTOGLOBIN TYPES IN ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE AND SENILE DEMENTIA

334
T@rn@n HI cardiac and circulatory diseases (Sutton, i 970). In none of these studies was an increase of the Hp2 phenotypes observed. In our study we have noted a significantly increased Hp' gene incidence in a group ofpatients with Alzheimer's Disease and senile dementia.
In our opinion it appears unlikely that this relation depends on a genetic linkage of the a-haptoglobin locus and the supposed gene defect in these disorders. Nevo and Sutton (1968) 
